Lakes Association. We’ve been doing a Tryathalon for years, and we decided to turn it into a
FUNdraiser, and get our area lakes and Fire Dept involved, with all proceeds being donated.
Tentative plans are for a run/walk, bike ride and swim/kayak or paddleboard featuring our
local roadways, waterways, and enthusiastic local volunteers. Right now we are thinking
teams, where each person does one leg. Stay tuned for details. We plan to have t-shirts, a
weinie roast, live music and of course, BEER and root beer. Should be a great time!! A big
shout out to our friends across the pond, the Batemans from London, who will be returning
to Jolly and be here for the TRYathalon too!! We’ve missed you guys!
Our Volunteer Fire Dept, which is ALL volunteer, does amazing work. They’ve been around
for over 40 years, and they are located only 2 miles from us.
Our Lake Association members are a lot of really wonderful people, all up here for the
beautiful lakes, peace and quiet, same as you and me. We want to support this Non-profit
organization as well. I think it’s important to try and preserve some of the things that are
truly important on beautiful clear wildlife lakes like ours up here.
We donated a couple of mini-weeks to the Disgruntled Brewery Fun Run Fundraiser for
Empowering Kids this September. They raised almost $13,000.00. Jason won the race
with Erin coming in 5th. We happily sold many styles of their brews this summer and they
are awesome. Their motto is Grumpy is Good, and of course we’re Be Jolly. Perfect!!
Disgruntled is our local brewery in Perham which is also a great place to go for a family
outing, for both kids and adults. They have a wonderful outdoor area with Bean Bags
and toys for kids, and of course great beer!
All 8 of our grandkids are doing well. We now have a great grand! Wow. Little Arlo
was born in August. We plan to go visit soon Jess and Alex moved out to Reno, NV
in July. Jess was accepted into a fully funded PhD program studying Bumble Bees at the
University of Nevada, Reno. Alex has his dream job working in the ER as a BSN,
loving it. We will be heading out there for our annual snowboarding trip in the
next year or so.
Congratulations Carrie, you are the best! You’ve kept this place running by
heading up our housekeeping team for 20 years. You have earned every minute
of your California trip! We love you and your wild rice!
What a great summer. The weather, the fishing, the crystal clear water, the
weather, the sunrises and sunsets, the family time, the bon fires, the weather,
and best of all, THE MEMORIES!!! We have these too, and we live here
The last two summers have been amazing for us, and oh so busy So many
wonderful people/guests, we get to call friends. You are all amazing and you make this
fun 30 years and counting….Much love and kindness, 2022 is on the way.
The Jolliest Crew
Donnie will be very
happy when he’s done
with cabin 11’s new
bathroom and so will you.

e-mail - anne.jollyfish@gmail.com

Well, we did it! Every cabin every week had pretty close to perfect weather for the
lake! Yes, it meant no rain all summer and dead grass, but the best lake weather ever. We
averaged 80’s for days and 50’s at night. The fishing was really good too. We finally started
getting rain the end of August and our Minnesota grass greened right up. No mowing after
June 3rd until mid-September.
Our new check in/check out system is on its way to working great! Thank you all very much
for helping to make this work. We were able to get almost all cabins done before their check
in time. There were a few Saturdays that having the early departures and the later arrivals
saved us for sure. We are working toward 100% online forms to make sure we get the
right number of cabins checking in and out for each time slot. Remember
time slots are filled first come first serve so the early bird gets the worm.
We now have 7 very active Purple Martin Houses. They are loud and
thriving, and I really miss them when they leave in early August. I find that
the quiet when they leave is almost louder than their chatter when they are
here. The hummingbirds continue to make their presence known while they
are here. They didn’t like those 99 degree days in early June, but who can
blame them? They just left last week, and we have been seeing a couple of
travelers heading south. We miss them when they are gone too.
Best quote of the summer 3-year-old Elijah, “Grandpa, we have no worms,”
while out on the boat for an early morning fish with Grandpa.
Erin and Jason started quite the garden again this year. We have a strawberry patch
and an asparagus patch in addition to all the other herbs and tomatoes and melons,
etc.….And Donnie grew some beautiful tomatoes too.
Our shoreline reclamation, which Donnie has been in charge of with Becker County, went
well again this summer. We just finished our 4th project, 400 feet so far. It needed a lot of
water, and for quite a while was the only green part here, but it’s very healthy. Latest
section is 100 feet in front of 1-4.
On that note, these new Ballast Boats which are designed to make a large wake are a
real problem for us, as well as the rest of Elbow, so we will not be allowing them here at
Jolly. I’m sure they are fun, but they can destroy a shoreline in a hurry. Especially when
you spend so much time retrieving your natural shoreline, as many have done in the past
few years. We are hearing about other lakes throughout Minnesota trying to figure out
how to minimize this problem. I am guessing the larger, busier lakes would not feel the
same impact as a narrow lake like Elbow does.
We have a newly formed Jolly Media Team, and mostly we’re just friends putting stuff
together, with a lot of talent on the part of Cinda and Monica. Cinda is now in charge of our
web site, and Monica will continue to put together the calendar, newsletter
and other media stuff. Jason, Erin, myself and the guests continue to
contribute awesome photos that makes their lives easier.
We have decided to take our TRYathalon to the next level. August
13 or 14 will be our date, and it will be a fundraiser for our local Elbow/
Tulaby Lakes Fire Dept as well as our Elbow, Little Bemidji, Juggler
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