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Fall arrived today, which makes me think newsletter.  So here I 

am, sitting on the deck and thinking about all the wonderful things that 
happened this season.  Again, we had a challenging winter, and an even 
more challenging spring.  Then June presented itself with even more 
hurdles; rain that did not want to stop, but thankfully fish that were very 
hungry. The lake ended up close to 2 feet high.  And the 4th of July 
week was all about long pants and sweatshirts, instead of shorts.  Then 
summer found it’s way here and it was gorgeous!!  6 straight weeks 
of glorious lake weather.  I know why we live here.  I really do.  The 
nature this year was amazing.  I don’t remember seeing this many baby 
Loons, Great Blue Herons, Orioles in the spring, Hummingbirds, Purple 
Martins, Eagles and Osprey, all in one season.  And everything was so 
green, all summer.  Even the Norway and White pines, that seemed to 
suffer from the last winter, with lots of brown needles in spring, are all 
green now.  Now I have moved into the lodge, built a fire in the fireplace, 
and switched from a cold beer yesterday, it was 79, to a hot brandy and 
yummy cinnamon honey (thank you Fisher Farms for the greatest honey 
ever!!), because it is 52 and cold today.  

We tried to take advantage of empty cabins when we could this 
summer. Not one cabin has duck tape on a kitchen floor anymore, that I 
am aware of anyway.  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7a, 7b, 8 and 9 all got a facelift of 
one kind or another.  Thank you so very much, Donnie, Nate and Uncle 
Jack, and anyone else that had a hand in the makeovers.  I looked back at 
the 2013 Newsletter under Cabin Remodeling Projects wish list.  We got 
a lot of that list done this summer and it feels really good right now.  

And……we got an amazing “wish list” project that was 
so completely 
unexpected!!!!  EAGLE 
got stairs to the LAKE. 
Thank you so much 
Gus, Jan, Abbie and 
Serena Mellgren.  We 
have been friends for 
a very long time.  You 
guys are all amazing.  
And Thank You, Thank 
You!!!!  We love the 
whole project.  There 
are steps down to the 
lake as well as an 
incredible deck on 
the way down.  I have 

always loved Eagle, and this is a project, first discussed back in 1999 
when we purchased the land, which Eagle was part of, and Loon and 
Mallard became residents of.   It was always on the back burner and out 
of sight out of mind, but it became!!!  It’s real.  Thank you all so much!!  
We hope all you “Eaglers” love the new addition.

Jessie 
graduated!  
And by this 
we also mean 
that all 6 kids 
made it out of 
high school.  
No more 
high school 
conferences, 
as a parent 
anyway.  
Wow.  It went 
so incredibly 
fast.  All 6 of 
our kids are 
doing well.  All on different paths and I am very proud of each of you.  
And I am thankful everyday for each of you!!  Everyday!!!

Snickers and Gemma love the fire in the lodge 
fireplace.  They are hanging in the lodge with me 
while I’m writing this.  Feels good.  I think we all look 
forward to the downtime and hanging in the lodge 

burning wood.  Good time to reflect and write a newsletter.
Facebook: After you “Like” us on the Jolly Fisherman Resort 

Facebook page, please go to “Post” and put photos of your vacation 
here.  Once posted here it will show up under “Posts to Page.”  This is a 
great way for me to have all your vacation photos to enjoy, and grab for 
the newsletter too, of course!!

Last winter I started volunteering 3 days a week 
with the PAD (Patriot Assistance Dogs) organization in 
Detroit Lakes.  Wonderful people make this place fun 
to be involved with.  Even with the bad winter, I still 
looked forward to driving in.  These dogs are, for the 
most part, rescue dogs, that are trained as service dogs 
to be placed with Veterans with PTSD.  The many 
hours of time, training and love that goes into this is 
so worth it when the Veterans and their dogs come in 
and we get to see the team that they have become; so 
proud of the dogs and the Veterans that have served.  
I will be starting back again this fall.  Jessie used to go with 
me one day a week and we would each take a dog and get to talk while 
we worked with the dogs.  

I will really miss Jessie this 
year, she and Keegan are in school 
in Duluth/Superior.  Although I just 
returned from a lovely trip to visit.  
Jessie is in school at UW Superior, 
Biology major.  She LOVES it 
there.  And she got a job on campus 
and loves that too.  She worked 
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Cabin remodel 
pictures.

Jessie studying with Sam and 
Cupid at Superior
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incredibly hard in high school, 
and completed 61 college credits 
while in high school.  And she 
was rewarded by becoming the 
recipient of a full 4-year academic 
scholarship to UWS.  It’s a bonus 
that she loves it there too. 

Nate and Kelsey got engaged 
this summer.  She is finishing 
graduate school for occupational 
therapy this year. We are looking 
forward to a late spring wedding. 

Donnie and I went up to the 
North Shore, Grand Marais and the 
Gunflint Trail for a few days with 
Jane and Derek.  We had a blast.  

We went on quite a number of amazing hikes; saw several waterfalls, and 
all the beautiful things that area of Minnesota has to offer.  We also picked 
the perfect 3 days.  We hit peak fall colors and it was in the 60’s and 70’s.  
The very next weekend, it was snowing and blowing, and barely made it 
to 40.  52 sounds warm now!  I am guessing all the fall colors were on the 
ground by then.  We stayed in a nice little 2-bedroom cabin right on the 
big lake.  Felt like we were on the ocean, but without the salt.  

As long as Frontier Airlines keeps flying from Fargo to Denver, and 
I am able to keep getting their 100.00 round trip tickets, I will be heading 
there to visit Erin, Jason and brother Jack.  It helps keeping in touch so 
much easier.  And we are hoping to head back to Whitefish, MT this year 
for the snow boarding trip.  But our little place in Mexico, Akumal, is 
changing, so we decided to try Grand Cayman, on the quiet side of the 
island, for our warm snorkeling vacation.  Alex and Brian are joining us 
this year.   The rest of the winter we will be here, enjoying the peace and 
quiet in the woods, and Donnie will be plowing that snow out of Park 
Rapids.  I look forward to the day that Donnie retires.  I wish there was 
enough income in the resort business to support a family without the need 
for an outside income; health insurance being such a huge factor.  I very 
much appreciate his sacrifice everyday, keeping Jolly going and keeping 
the full time job away from here all at the same time. 

Peter from Australia surprised us by coming back to America this 
summer and was able to be here almost the whole summer.  Thanks for all 
your help, Peter, and what a nice addition to the family.  We miss you!

Thanks again, to all of you for helping us make Jolly what it is.  
We are wrapping up our 23rd year of calling this home and work.  It’s 
challenging, rewarding, fun, hard, draining and wonderful.  All wrapped 
up in one.  

“He is your friend, your partner, your defender, your dog.
You are his life, his love, his leader.   He will be yours, faithful and 
true, to the last beat of his heart.  You owe it to him to be worthy of 
such devotion.”    ---Author Unknown

Nate aNd Kelsey eNgaged!!

Water... 

balloon... 

fight!

ClassiC!!

Fishing contest participants
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Scenic Views

Hoot N’ Nanny

Island Swim

“Death (by croquet) Ball”

The Jolly Fisherman’s best kept secret...Dredging the Jolly shore

Molkky

Sun
What newsletter? Oh, for 2015? Naw!!!!
Wine tasting with "what's his name" instead!

Where’s William

spring clothing

Fun & 

Welcome to 
our noodle 

fort!



Spring, summer, fall and winter. We have enough wood for it all!

Our reSIDeNT HerON
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“couples oNlY” 
spring/Fall special

(May 8 - June 13 and after labor Day thru october)
For a couple using one bedroom a special rate in cabins 1, 
2, 3, 4 or eagle is $130/night or $650/week. cabin 10, 11, 
7a, and 7b is $120/night or $600/week. loon or Mallard is 
$150/night or $750/week.  All cabins have a fireplace.

OUR GOAL IS: To be one of the best ultra relaxed family fishing resorts in Minnesota!! 
With the help of our guests, we intend to manage the Jolly Fisherman in a way that our 
guests, including children, will look forward to returning as soon as possible and, even 
if they never return, will have fond memories to visit anytime.

What’s a housekeeping cabin in the woods like, 
and what do we need to bring?

Our cabins are designed to be your home, be it for a week or weekend. We have tried to furnish them completely and comfortably. 
The kitchens are equipped for full cooking possibilities, with stove, oven, microwave and Dish Network TV (most cabins). We provide 
a coffeepot, toaster, cooking and serving utensils plus a fridge with freezer space and 5 Gallon water bottle holders. Each cabin has a 
combination of queen, twin and king beds along with a queen sized futon in the living room. All bathrooms feature tub/showers (cabin 5 
has a step in shower). We’ve tried to provide comfortable seating with good reading lights in all living rooms and bedrooms. Most cabins 
feature a bonfire pit(portable pits are available for those who don’t), knotty pine interiors, large picture windows or triple patio doors that 
take advantage of the gorgeous lakeside setting, except #5 and #6 which have screen porches lakeside. Cleanliness is a top priority both 
inside the cabins and on the grounds. All bedding is provided. Please bring your own bath towels, beach towels, dish cloths and paper 
towels. Our laundry house has coin-operated washers and dryers, available Memorial Day to Labor Day.  In accordance with MN state 
law, all buildings are smoke free.

our lodge…is a comfortable gathering place for our guests with Dish Network TV & Movies. We have an extensive 
library appealing to all ages along with board games, puzzles, Bumper pool table, air hockey and foosball. We stock five-gallon bottles 
of water for those who prefer bottled water over well water, leeches, nightcrawlers, and gas. Pizzas, pop, beer and soda fountain treats are 
available during lodge hours.  Free Wireless internet available in the lodge and some cabins.  
Community Bon-Fire Pit.

WEEKLY RENTALS: Weekly rentals are Saturday to Saturday  or Tuesday to Tuesday during the summer. Since Saturdays are very 
hectic, please allow us adequate time to properly prepare for your visit by CHECKING IN after 4 p.m., and CHECKING OUT no later 
than 9:30 a.m. THANK YOU! Exceptions are possible in spring and fall – please check ahead of time.

DAILY RATES: Available spring and fall.

RESERVATIONS: Reservations are confirmed with deposit. Reservations can be made by telephone or email, and we will hold your 
reservation for 10 days to allow time for your deposit to reach us. In case of cancellation, your deposit will be returned if your time is 
rebooked, minus a $25.00 rebooking fee.

DAY VISITORS: For the privacy and security of all our resort guests, please get prior approval for visitors and have them register at the 
lodge. We reserve the right to charge our extra person charge for visitors under some circumstances.

IMpoRTANT THINGs To KNoW BeFoRe 
You MAKe A ReseRVATIoN…

We WelcoMe: Families, couples, fisherpersons, nature lovers, 
bird watchers, bicycle riders and fun ultra-relaxed people.
We Do NoT AlloW: Pets(we have our own), camping, jet skis, 
obnoxious guests or liars.

cABIN DescRIpTIoNs
looN & MAllARD NesT - 2 newer 4 bedroom/ 2 Bath cabins each w/ over 1400 sq. feet, and a fireplace.  2 kings, 1 queen, and 4 twins plus 2 
futons.  Covered deck plus a large three season porch, all ready for you to take in the excellent views and outdoor aromas.  Private docks. Dish TV.
cABINs 1, 2, 3 & 4 – Enjoy the sunset on the lake from the decks of these two bedroom cabins. Very spacious with a fireplace and breakfast bar. Lots 
of glass across the front for the view.  #1 and #3, 2 queens; #2 & #4, 1 Queen and 2 twins; plus futon, semi-private dock and Dish TV.
cABINs 5 & 6 – Very comfortable medium sized two bedroom cabins, screened porch, lakeside deck and private dock. #5, 1 queen, 2 twins and one futon;  
#6, 1 King, 1 Queen plus twin sleeper sofa, private dock and Dish TV
cABINs 7A & 7B – Two separate cabins, joined by a large three season porch. Perfect for two families together, but private enough for separate guests. 
Each has two bedrooms, a private deck, and a fireplace. #7A, 1 queen, 2 twins; #7B, 2 queens; plus futons, shared dock. Dish TV
cABIN 8 – Nice three bedroom cabin with 2 queen beds and 2 twin bed, plus futon and a lakeside screened porch. Private dock. Dish TV (?)
cABIN 9 – Extra large three bedroom cabin with 1 king, 1 queen, 2  twin beds plus 2 futons and a lakeside screened porch. Private dock. Dish TV (?)
cABIN 10 – Nice two bedroom cabin offers a fireplace and a spacious deck. Private dock. 1 queen, 1 full, 1 twin plus futon. Dish TV (?)
cABIN 11 – Maximum privacy in this two bedroom cabin, private side yard and deck. Private dock. 2 queens plus futon, private dock. Flat screen TV 
and DVD player. No TV service.
eAGles NesT - Large 2 BR cabin with fireplace, nestled in the woods on a bluff.  Private trail with new stairs and deck down to the dock.  1 king, plus 
1 queen and a twin plus futon. Perfect for those looking for a true getaway, yet only a short distance to the lodge.  Dish TV.

Like us on Facebook and visit our new website to see interior cabin footage and photos.

Newly remodeled cabiNs5, 6, 7a, 7b, 8 , 9 & 11



FRee WeeKeND!!
Reserve the full week of May 22-31 or 

Aug 23-sept 1
which is 9 days for the price of 7!

MARK YouR cAleNDAR
May 9: Opening of the Walleye season in Minnesota.

June 1 - 10(Approx): Golf Week - All 5 Park Rapids area 

golf courses offering reduced green fees - no limit.

Included at no extra charge…
 •	 Wireless	Internet	 •	 Canoes/Kayaks
	 •	 Dock	space	for	your	boat	 •	 Lake	map	upon	arrival
	 •	 Kettle	grill	with	each	cabin	 •	 Paddleboats
	 •	 Spa	and	Finnish	sauna	(adults	only)	 •	 Paddleboards
	 •	 Playground	and	sports	equipment	 •	 Concrete	boat	launch

HoNeYMooN/
ANNIVeRsARY 
pAcKAGe – $15.00
ª  champagne

ª  $25.00 gift 
certificate for 
return visit

	Extra	Person	Charge:		$15/day	or	$75/week.		Rates	do	not	include	Minnesota	Sales	Tax	of	7.375%.		
Management	reserves	the	right	to	substitute	any	cabin	for	one	of		equal	or	greater	value.	

Like us on Facebook and visit our website to see interior cabin footage and photos.

  2009 RATes
 May 8 - May 22 May 22 - June 13
 Aug. 29  - oct. 1 Aug. 15 - Aug. 29 June 13 - August 15 october 
 
 No. of No. of   
 Bedrooms persons 

 1, 2, 3, 4 2 1-4
 5, 6 2 1-4
 7A or 7B 2 1-4
 8 3 1-6
 9 3 1-6
 10 or 11 2 1-4

 Eagle Nest 2 1-5
Mallard &
Loon Nest 4 1-8

And things we rent..
	 •	 2	Fully	Equipped	Fishing	Boats
	 •		 Pontoon	Boat
	 •	 Yamaha	outboard	motors	
	 •	 Swivel	boat	seats
	 •		 Electric	trolling	motors

summer
WeeKs:               MINI-WeeKs:

sat.-sat.      3-Night (sat.-Tues.)
    or or
Tues.-Tues.          4-Night (Tues.-sat.)

              2015 RATes                                                              check/cash                                                           

2-Night

$365 

295 

325 

380 

385 

330 

330 

630 

3-Night

$525 

415 

465 

540 

545 

470 

470 

895 

4-Night

$660 

525 

580 

675 

685 

585 

585 

1,125 

weekly

$925 

730 

820 

950

960 

830 

830 

1,575 

3-Night

$605 

455 

515 

615 

630 

525 

525 

1,040 

4-Night

$750 

565 

645 

765 

785 

660 

660 

1,300 

weekly

$1,055 

795 

900 

1,075 

1,100 

925 

925 

1,825 

3-Night

$675 

505 

565 

680 

710 

580 

580 

1,185 

4-Night

$855 

625 

720 

860 

880 

730 

730 

1,480 

weekly

$1,185 

860 

990 

1,205 

1,240 

1,020 

1,020 

2,070 

Nightly

$135 

Na

Na

Na

140 

135 

135 

275 

weekly

$675 

Na

Na

Na

705 

675 

675 

1,355 

JULYJUNE AUGUST
S M T W TH F S

   1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

S M T W TH F S

 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

S M T W TH F S

      1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

MAY
S M T W TH F S

     1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

SEPTEMBER
S M T W TH F S

  1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

ReseRVATIoN FoRM – clIp AND ReTuRN WITH DeposIT To:
Jolly Fisherman Resort, 39126 Jolly Fisherman Rd., Waubun, MN 56589 • Reservations: 1-800-927-2262 or 701-388-8042

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City _____________________      State________     Zip Code________________

Phone ______________________  Email _______________________________

Cabin Requested__________ No. in Party  - (Adults) _______ (Children) _______
*Management	reserves	the	right	to	substitute	any	cabin	for	one	of		equal	or	greater	value.

Children’s Names & Ages _____________________________________________

Arrival Date _____________________      Departure Date____________________

IMPORTANT - Check in after 4 pm   

Deposit Enclosed $_________________ ($200-2 BR/$300-3 BR/$400-4 BR per stay)

ChECK	oR	CaSh	onLY.	WE	no	LongER	aCCEPT	CREDIT/DEBIT	CaRDS.

How did you hear about us?_____________________________________________
   All parties responsible for entire time booked.

Must complete the following:
 We don’t need anything.
Dock space for My Boat 

 Extra Boat/extra dock space ($10/day, $50/wk.)
 6 h.p. Motor w/boat($20/day, $100/wk.)s

 8 h.p. Motor w/boat ($23/day, $115/wk.)s

 9.9 h.p. Motor w/boat($28/day, $140/wk.)s

 15 h.p. Motor w/boat ($30/day, $150/wk.)s

 14’ Lund without Motor ($30/stay)
 Swivel Boat Seat ($2/day, $10/wk.)  Qty.______
 Electric Trolling Motor ($10/day, $40/week)
 Pontoon**
 Starcraft (fishing/tubing) with 75 h.p**
 Lowe fully equipped fishing boat with 40 h.p. **
 Porta-Crib ($10)     High Chair (n/c)    Rollaway ($10)

**($80/day $50 1/2 day  $400/week)  Approx Day___________

s 3 Day min Please

NO PETS, PLEASE



Family and Friends!!

Our newest grandpup, Lyca

Getting our 
Erin fix!

Jack with the 
garden carrots

Check out our website!!        www.jollyfisherman.com                  e-mail - anne@jollyfisherman.com

“Try”athalon

Holding our newest grandson within 
hours of his birth.

Sutton Snobl Smith
 was born on October 26, 2014

PLAYGROUND UPGRADE!
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The lake freezing over.
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RemembeRing.. .

Oct. 9, 1995 - July 5, 2014 
Clayton W "Clay" Miller, 18, 

beloved son, brother, 
grandson, cousin, 
nephew, friend, neighbor, 
life guard, artist, 
scientist, writer, student, 
fitness buff, traveler, 
comedian, philosopher, 
nature lover and city 

lover who wanted to make the world a better 
place.

April 5, 1994 - July 5, 2014
Mark Finley Harken, a beloved son, brother, 

grandson, and friend to 
many died on July 5, 2014, 
at the age of 20. Mark 
died while enjoying the 
Independence Day holiday 
weekend with family and a 
group of his closest friends 
in Tightwad, Mo. The car 
accident that claimed Mark 

also claimed his life-long friend, Clayton Miller.

Roxanne scheller will also be missed.  Prayers to all the familes.

We lost 2 very special Jolly family members this year, which reminds me that we only 
have today, right now.  Clay and Mark were 18 and 20 years old.  Just beginning their next 
adventure.  They are gone for us to see and touch.  We miss them everyday.  They would 
not want us to miss them so much, because they would not want us to be hurting.  So…….
we have to be ok with what we had and what we can feel in our hearts.  And this is why 
i am thankful everyday!  Thank you Clay and Mark for the memories.  Thank you Kerry, 
Bruce and Sarah and families for sharing the memories with all of us here @ Jolly.  I hope 
time can help heal.  Life can be way too short.
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Big Honker-
awesome Kim!

Joel

Nice Espen!

Way to go Paul!

Nice Nick!

Nice selfie Bruce

Fishing contest winners!

Ian

Olivia

Chuck


