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GOOD GREETINGS, GOOD 

GREETINGS!!!  We just ended our 22nd 
year, WOW.  This is my 23rd newsletter to 
write.  Are we having fun yet??  Yes we 
are.  We moved back to the resort full time 
a year ago.  It is way better being able 
to stay put without all the driving back 
and forth between 2 houses.  Still trying 
to sell the Ada house, but we have not 
been trying that hard.  It’s so nice having 
Donnie living here full time.  And we love 
having any or all the kids come around 
when they can.  We got all 6 kids, a son-
in-law, plus the three grandkids together 
for a few hours, as proof by the photo.  We will take it whenever we 
can.  Some move away, some move back, some are settled, but they 
are all happy and healthy, as are we.  Life is definitely good.  VERY 
GOOD!!!!  

Fishing was really good again this year, as proof by the frozen 
fish guts hauled.  Several weeks we had to make an extra run mid 
week.  We have a number of guests getting their fish mounted as we 
speak, and there were many successful catch and releases, and some 
Eagle meals had, as well as some feasts by the catcher.  But I have 
not seen this many 8 to 10 pounders come in all in one summer.  We 
also started seeing a lot of the 1 pounders, Walleye, which I think is 
a result of the stock they did a few years ago.  When the DNR did 
their last test net, he told me that we had “an over abundance of large 
Walleye and Northern in this lake,” due to the Priority Stock they did 
back in 2001 and 2002, approximately. And he said he was going to 
recommend they do a stock of the smaller ones, which they did, and 
which seems like it worked and they are coming along. 

Donnie and friends wrestled a wood furnace into the lodge and 
piped it into the house.  Plus he made an insert for the fireplace, so 
we are wood heating this winter here at the lodge/home.  So we have 
been very busy cutting, splitting, chopping and stacking hardwood.  
Hopefully we can get a better grip of the crazy heating bills here.  
That is one bill that really ticks me off to pay.  We also have been 
getting the mega loads of soft wood put up for next summer’s 
bonfires, which seem to be extremely popular.  We are very happy 
to provide the wood to you all for free, and the cutting, splitting 
and stacking is really good exercise.  We just ask that you keep 
the bonfires to evening burning only, and please don’t ever leave 
the bonfire unattended.  Thanks.  It’s fun to see everyone enjoy the 
evening bonfires by the lake.  Life is good, right?

We started off the spring with Jessie, Keegan and Peter, from 
Australia.  Peter could only stay for spring as his visa/permit ran out.  
But we really made use of his able body.  With the very little spring 
that we had, we were really rushing around here to try to get open.  
As some of you know, the ice went out on May 15, 5 days AFTER 
opener.  Most of our “opener” guests ended up switching weeks 
and came later, but the Gish’s were diehards!!  They came anyway, 
something about Tradition, and they fished the public access and 
off the point, which was a little open.  The fish were having nothing 
of it and refused to bite.  They did wake up a couple of weeks later, 
thankfully.  But this spring, or lack of, did cause a few challenges for 
sure.  None of the past dock crews, Jim, Nathan, etc… or Jason, Erin, 

etc… could be here, so Peter and Keegan got 
a real quick training.  Which was basically 
put on waders and meet me at the lake 
(Donnie).  They got them all in and we were 
ready for summer.  The girls had to drive the 
old cleaning van through snow, after Donnie 
tried to move enough for them to get in.  We 
had to shovel snow and ice off the decks 
to get to the doors.  And mud was an ever-
present nuisance.  Then we had to rake in and 
around the snow piles.  And set up the lawn 
furniture on the snow, figuring it would melt 
eventually.  We only had a few days to get 
all the cabins ready for the second weekend, 

which our wonderful Fargo friends filled up.  So the kids made all 
the beds, while Donnie was going through getting all the water turned 
on and heaters and stoves lit.  Basically everything had to happen in 
about 3 days what we would normally take 3 weeks to do.  Life is 
still good!!

Belize!!!!  You Better Belize Me!!  I had a chance to go to 
Belize the end of October with my dear friend Jayme.  Anyone 
that comes to Jolly over the 4th of July also knows Jayme.  We had 
a blast!!  What a wonderful country full of really cool people and 
fantastic diving.  Three of our dives we swam with at least 50 Nurse 
Sharks.  The Dive Masters said, “you have puppies in America, we 
have Nurse Sharks.”  We also saw amazing coral reefs and tons of 
gorgeous fish.  The highlight of the trip had to be the Blue Hole 
dive.  It was an all day boat trip with three dives, lunch on a secluded 
island, and of course rum punches on the way home.  The Blue Hole 
has been turned into a National Park.  About 2.5 hours off the coast, 
it’s a hole in the ocean floor, surrounded by a reef and it goes down 
to 480 feet.  We only went down to 135 or so.  Absolutely amazing!!  
Will never forget it.   I have been reminded why I enjoyed diving so 
much, once I got through the first 5 minutes and remembered how to 
dive.  Thanks for being such a fun travel buddy Jayme.  We hope this 
was the beginning of a lot more dive trips to come, while we still can.

We will be heading to Akumal, our favorite place in Mexico, 
in March.  Our friend Jane is turning 60, and that’s where her party 
is, so we have to go!!! I hope Donnie wants to go someplace fun for 
his 60th this year.  Planning to head to Colorado for some skiing/
snowboarding sometime this winter, and visit Erin and Jason and 
brother Jack.  Always a good time in the mountains.

We also took a very quick trip out East the end of September.  
Donnie is such a trooper.  It was part of my bucket list to see 
Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine.  He didn’t really understand 
why we had to go out there to see the leaves turn when we can see 
it right here at home.  But he just said “yes dear” and “give me the 
dates so I can get time off.”  We had a great time and the colors 
were beautiful.  Very pretty countryside.  Since you can do a state a 
day out there, we spent most of the time in a car driving.  I am glad 
we went, but I have to admit, the colors when we got home were 
absolutely gorgeous.  We really do live in a beautiful place here, all 4 
seasons.  Life is amazingly good.

The newly created web site is up and running.  Same address, 
www.jollyfisherman.com.  Kirk Gaburo did a fantastic job of 
putting everything we had all together for the new site.  He combined 
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the amazing shots that Jason put together for us, plus some of mine 
and many shots from you, the vacationers here, and pulled it all 
together.  We also have some great video footage by Jack, my brother.  
So a person can go on and see the entire shoreline in video form, as 
well as interior photographs and video of each cabin.  And there is 
a whole gallery of photographs.  Every single photo was taken right 
here, with the exception of Itasca State Park photos, which were still 
photographed by someone staying here.  If anyone out there needs 
web site work done, I highly recommend getting a hold of Kirk @ 
kgaburo@gaburo.com. 

Recycling!!  You guys are doing a great job with this project.  
Because of the recycling, we don’t have to pay for a larger dumpster, 
and then whatever money we get from the aluminum, we put in the 
toy kitty.  This is why we don’t charge for all the water toys, kayaks, 
canoes, paddleboats and paddleboards.  Since the paddleboards 
continue to be a big hit, we purchased another one from the recycle 
fund.  This one is for 150 pounds and less.  Maybe it will be a little 
more manageable for the kiddos and smaller adults. We are also 
hoping to get another small single person kayak. As with anything, 
there is room for improvement.  Our recycle center, where we haul 
the recycled items into, requires that all items be separated and rinsed.  
And they only take aluminum cans, not foil or tin. And they take 
glass and plastic.  Again, all rinsed and separated. And they also take 
cardboard and newspaper, no need for rinsing here. Please continue 
helping us to recycle.

Ghost the White Dog.  If any of you happened to be here when 
the beautiful white Shepherd mutt was around here this summer, you 
will appreciate this story.  The kids named him Ghost.  He was a very 
young dog that started showing up in the winter, from across the lake 
after it froze. He was very friendly, very young and 
skinny.  We would see him every week or two.  He 
would hang out and then disappear.  Then as spring 
approached and people started coming to the cabins, 
he wasn’t sure if he was supposed to protect me 
from people or not.  But he was always friendly.  
As time went on, we thought maybe he would be 
a cool new dog.  We found out he did not have a 
great home.  The only problem was he would not 
stick around.  His home was this part of the county 
I think.  So we decided to at least have him fixed.  The only problem 
is you have to make an appointment and we never knew when he 
was coming to visit.  So we called the Lucky Dog Kennel, the shelter 
that we adopted Sam from, to see if we could bring him in.  They 
were full, but agreed to take him.  They fell in love with him and told 
us they would have him fixed, with our donation, and that was that.  
So we called to find out how he was.  They told us that he was an 
excellent candidate for the Medical Service Dog program.  First they 
had to give him 2 weeks of manner/obedience training so the people 
that come and test the dogs for candidacy could test him.  Well, he 
passed and he is now in an 18-month program to be a Service Dog.  
He will likely be a companion for a medical patient.  We are so happy 
for him, and hope he goes on to do great things.

It is now towards the end of November and we have several 
Trumpeter Swan families and some Loons still on the lake.  I am 
hoping that it means the lake is not going to freeze soon.

Jessie is doing super well in school. She will be graduating 
from high school this spring with over 60 college credits and a 4.0 
GPA.  She is applying to colleges and evaluating scholarship offers.  
She has decided on a biology major and is figuring out what college 
she will attend.

The North Country Trail Association 
(NCTA) is a membership-driven, volunteer-
based organization that unites the efforts 
of our local volunteer chapters and partner 
organizations with the National Park Service 
to build, maintain, protect and promote 
the North Country National Scenic Trail. 
This trail crosses seven northern states. It 
currently begins in New York and ends in 
North Dakota. When completed the North 
Country National Scenic Trail will be more 
then twice the length of the Appalachian 
National Scenic Trail. The trail is currently 
4,600 mile footpath through the northern 
tier of the United States. Though still under 
construction, more and more miles of trail 
are completed every year. You can access 
this trail within a few miles of the Jolly 
Fisherman Resort. 
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“couples oNlY” 
spring/Fall special

(May 9 - June 14 and after labor Day thru october)
choose cabin 1, 2, 3, 4, 10, 7a, 7b, or eagle Nest for a 
romantic get away in a cabin with a fireplace. For a couple 
using one bedroom, a special rate of $125/night or $625/
week in cabin 1, 2, 3 or 4 or eagles Nest; $115/night or 
$575/week in cabin 10, 11, 7a or 7b; $750 /week in loon 
or Mallard

OUR GOAL IS: To be one of the best ultra relaxed family fishing resorts in Minnesota!! 
With the help of our guests, we intend to manage the Jolly Fisherman in a way that our 
guests, including children, will look forward to returning as soon as possible and, even 
if they never return, will have fond memories to visit anytime.

What’s a housekeeping cabin in the woods like, 
and what do we need to bring?

Our cabins are designed to be your home, be it for a week or weekend. We have tried to furnish them completely and comfortably. 
The kitchens are equipped for full cooking possibilities, with stove, oven, microwave and Dish Network TV (most cabins). We provide 
a coffeepot, toaster, cooking and serving utensils plus a fridge with freezer space and 5 Gallon water bottle holders. Each cabin has a 
minimum of one queen and a full(or 2 twin) beds along with a futon or sleeper sofa in the living room. All bathrooms feature tub/showers 
(cabin 5 has a step in shower). We’ve tried to provide comfortable seating with good reading lights in all living rooms and bedrooms. 
Most cabins feature a bonfire pit(portable pits are available for those who don’t), knotty pine interiors, large picture windows or triple 
patio doors that take advantage of the gorgeous lakeside setting, except #5 and #6 which have screen porches lakeside. Cleanliness 
is a top priority both inside the cabins and on the grounds. All bedding is provided. Please bring your own bath towels, beach towels, 
dish cloths and paper towels. Our laundry house has coin-operated washers and dryers, available Memorial Day to Labor Day.  In 
accordance with MN state law, all buildings are smoke free.

our lodge…is a comfortable gathering place for our guests with Dish Network TV & Movies. We have an extensive 
library appealing to all ages along with board games, puzzles, Bumper pool table, air hockey and foosball. We stock five-gallon bottles 
of water for those who prefer bottled water over well water, leeches, nightcrawlers, and gas. Pizzas, pop, beer and soda fountain treats are 
available during lodge hours.  Free Wireless internet available in the lodge and some cabins.  
Community Bon-Fire Pit.

WEEKLY RENTALS: Weekly rentals are Saturday to Saturday  or Tuesday to Tuesday during the summer. Since Saturdays are very 
hectic, please allow us adequate time to properly prepare for your visit by CHECKING IN after 4 p.m., and CHECKING OUT no later 
than 9:30 a.m. THANK YOU! Exceptions are possible in spring and fall – please check ahead of time.

DAILY RATES: Available spring and fall.

RESERVATIONS: Reservations are confirmed with deposit. Reservations can be made by telephone or email, and we will hold your 
reservation for 10 days to allow time for your deposit to reach us. In case of cancellation, your deposit will be returned if your time is 
rebooked, minus a $25.00 rebooking fee.

DAY VISITORS: For the privacy and security of all our resort guests, please get prior approval for visitors and have them register at the 
lodge. We reserve the right to charge our extra person charge for visitors under some circumstances.

IMpoRTANT THINGs To KNoW BeFoRe 
You MAKe A ReseRVATIoN…

We WelcoMe: Families, couples, fisherpersons, nature lovers, 
bird watchers, bicycle riders and fun ultra-relaxed people.
We Do NoT AlloW: Pets(we have our own), camping, jet skis, 
obnoxious guests or liars.

cABIN DescRIpTIoNs
looN & MAllARD NesT - 2 newer 4 bedroom/ 2 Bath cabins each w/ over 1400 sq. feet, and a fireplace.  2 kings, 1 queen, and 4 twins plus 2 
futons.  Covered deck plus a large three season porch, all ready for you to take in the excellent views and outdoor aromas.  Private docks. Dish TV.
cABINs 1, 2, 3 & 4 – Enjoy the sunset on the lake from the decks of these two bedroom cabins. Very spacious with a fireplace and breakfast bar. Lots 
of glass across the front for the view.  #1 and #3, 2 queens; #2 & #4, 1 Queen and 2 twins; plus futon, semi-private dock and Dish TV.
cABINs 5 & 6 – Very comfortable medium sized two bedroom cabins, screened porch, lakeside deck and private dock. 1 queen, 1 full; #5, 1 queen two twins; 
#6, 1 King, 1 Queen plus futon, private dock and Dish TV
cABINs 7A & 7B – Two separate cabins, joined by a large screened porch. Perfect for two families together, but private enough for separate guests. 
Each has two bedrooms, a private deck, and a fireplace. 1 queen, 1 full, plus futon, shared dock. Dish TV
cABIN 8 – Nice three bedroom cabin with 2 queen beds and 1 full bed, plus futon and a lakeside screened porch. Private dock. Dish TV (?)
cABIN 9 – Extra large three bedroom cabin with 1 king, 1 queen, 2  twin beds plus 2 futons and a lakeside screened porch. Private dock. Dish TV (?)
cABIN 10 – Nice two bedroom cabin offers a fireplace and a spacious deck. Private dock. 1 queen, 1 full, 1 twin plus futon. Dish TV (?)
cABIN 11 – Maximum privacy in this two bedroom cabin, private side yard and deck. Private dock. 2 queens plus futon, private dock. Flat screen TV 
and DVD player. No TV service.
eAGles NesT - Completely remodeled large 2 BR cabin with fireplace, nestled in the woods on a bluff.  Private trail down to the dock.  1 king, plus 1 
queen and a twin plus futon. Perfect for those looking for a true getaway, yet only a short distance to the lodge.  Dish TV.

Like us on Facebook and visit our new website, updated December 2013, to see interior cabin footage and photos.



FRee WeeKeND!!
Reserve the full week of May 22-31 or 

Aug 23-sept 1
which is 9 days for the price of 7!

JULY

Included at no extra charge…
 •	 Wireless	Internet	 •	 Canoes/Kayaks
	 •	 Dock	space	for	your	boat	 •	 Lake	map	upon	arrival
	 •	 Kettle	grill	with	each	cabin	 •	 Paddleboats
	 •	 Spa	and	Finnish	sauna	(adults	only)	 •	 Paddleboards
	 •	 Playground	and	sports	equipment	 •	 Concrete	boat	launch

HoNeYMooN/ANNIVeRsARY 
pAcKAGe – $15.00

ª champagne
ª $25.00 gift certificate 
 for return visit

And things we rent…
	 •	 2	Fully	Equipped	Fishing	Boats
	 •		 Pontoon	Boat
	 •	 Yamaha	outboard	motors	
	 •	 Swivel	boat	seats
	 •		 Electric	trolling	motors

JUNE AUGUST
S M T W TH F S
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20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

S M T W TH F S
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22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

	Extra	Person	Charge:		$15/day	or	$75/week.		Rates	do	not	include	Minnesota	Sales	Tax	of	6.875%.		
Management	reserves	the	right	to	substitute	any	cabin	for	one	of		equal	or	greater	value.	

Like us on Facebook and visit our new website, updated December 2013, to see interior cabin footage and photos.

  2009 RATes
 May 9 - May 22 May 22 - June 14
 Aug. 23  - oct. 1 Aug. 9 - Aug. 23 June 14 - August 9 october 
 
 No. of No. of   
 Bedrooms persons 

 1, 2, 3, 4 2 1-4
 5, 6 2 1-4
 7A or 7B 2 1-4
 8 3 1-6
 9 3 1-6
 10 or 11 2 1-4

 Eagle Nest 2 1-5
Mallard &
Loon Nest 4 1-8

summer
WeeKs:               MINI-WeeKs:

sat.-sat.      3-Night (sat.-Tues.)
    or or
Tues.-Tues.          4-Night (Tues.-sat.)

              2014 RATes                                                              check/cash                                                           

2-Night
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375 

320 

320 
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3-Night
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530 
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870 

4-Night

$640 
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565 
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1,090 

Weekly

$900

710 

795 

920 

930 

805

805 

1,530 

3-Night

$585 

440 

500 
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610 

510 

510 

1,010 

4-Night

$730

550

625

745 

760 

640 

640

1,260 

Weekly

$1,025 

770

875 

1,045 

1,065 

900 

900

1,770 

3-Night

$656 

490 

550 

660 

690 

565 

565 

1,150 

4-Night

$830 

605 

700 

835 

855 

710 

710 

1,435 

Weekly

$1,150 

835 

960 

1,170

1,205 

990

990 

2,010 

Nightly

$130 

NA

NA

NA

135 

130 

130

265

Weekly

$655

NA

NA

NA

685 

655

655

1,315 
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31

ReseRVATIoN FoRM – clIp AND ReTuRN WITH DeposIT To:
Jolly Fisherman Resort, 39126 Jolly Fisherman Rd., Waubun, MN 56589 • Reservations: 1-800-927-2262 or 701-388-8042

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City _____________________      State________     Zip Code________________

Phone ______________________  Email _______________________________

Cabin Requested__________ No. in Party  - (Adults) _______ (Children) _______
*Management	reserves	the	right	to	substitute	any	cabin	for	one	of		equal	or	greater	value.

Children’s Names & Ages _____________________________________________

Arrival Date _____________________      Departure Date____________________

IMPORTANT - Check in after 4 pm   

Deposit Enclosed $_________________ ($200-2 BR/$300-3 BR/$400-4 BR per stay)

ChECK	oR	CaSh	onLY.	WE	no	LongER	aCCEPT	CREDIT/DEBIT	CaRDS.

How did you hear about us?_____________________________________________
   All parties responsible for entire time booked.

Must complete the following:
 We don’t need anything.
Dock space for My Boat 

 Extra Boat/extra dock space ($10/day, $50/wk.)
 6 h.p. Motor w/boat($20/day, $100/wk.)s

 8 h.p. Motor w/boat ($23/day, $115/wk.)s

 9.9 h.p. Motor w/boat($28/day, $140/wk.)s

 15 h.p. Motor w/boat ($30/day, $150/wk.)s

 14’ Lund without Motor ($30/stay)
 Swivel Boat Seat ($2/day, $10/wk.)  Qty.______
 Electric Trolling Motor ($10/day, $40/week)
 Pontoon**
 Starcraft (fishing/tubing) with 75 h.p**
 Lowe fully equipped fishing boat with 40 h.p. **
 Porta-Crib ($10)     High Chair (n/c)    Rollaway ($10)

**($75/day $45 1/2 day  $375/week)  Approx Day___________

s 3 Day min Please

NO PETS, PLEASE

MARK YouR cAleNDAR
May 10: Opening of the Walleye season in Minnesota.

June 1 - 10(Approx): Golf Week - All 5 Park Rapids area 

golf courses offering reduced green fees - no limit.
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Thank you all for sharing your vacation photos.



Like us on Facebook       www.facebook.com/JollyFishermanResort          e-mail - anne@jollyfisherman.com

Summer FallSpringSpring
Dock 
fishing

“This 
is 

incredible!”

In 
July

Crappies
Walleyes

Etc

Amazing

wasGrandpa

I

Got

This!

It’s never 
too cold 
to catch 
a fish!

Dad
when are 
you going 

to tell 
them 

that’s 

my 
fish!

You 
drive, I’ll 

Fish



39126 Jolly Fisherman Rd.
Waubun, MN 56589

Forwarding Service Requested

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

DETROIT LAkES, MN
56501

PERMIT NO. 707

Check out our new website!!      www.jollyfisherman.com               e-mail - anne@jollyfisherman.com

Newsletter production in 
Chicago.  December found 
me in Chicago working on 
the newsletter with Monica.  
She and I have been putting 
the newsletter together for 
15 years. We took a break to 
have pizza with William at 
Gino’s East, the best pizza in 
Chicago!.
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GOOD GREETINGS, GOOD 

GREETINGS!!!  We just ended our 22nd 

year, WOW.  This is my 23rd newsletter to 

write.  Are we having fun yet??  Yes we 

are.  We moved back to the resort full time 

a year ago.  It is way better being able 

to stay put without all the driving back 

and forth between 2 houses.  Still trying 

to sell the Ada house, but we have not 

been trying that hard.  It’s so nice having 

Donnie living here full time.  And we love 

having any or all the kids come around 

when they can.  We got all 6 kids, a son-

in-law, plus the three grandkids together 

for a few hours, as proof by the photo.  We will take it whenever we 

can.  Some move away, some move back, some are settled, but they 

are all happy and healthy, as are we.  Life is definitely good.  VERY 

GOOD!!!!  
Fishing was really good again this year, as proof by the frozen 

fish guts hauled.  Several weeks we had to make an extra run mid 

week.  We have a number of guests getting their fish mounted as we 

speak, and there were many successful catch and releases, and some 

Eagle meals had, as well as some feasts by the catcher.  But I have 

not seen this many 8 to 10 pounders come in all in one summer.  We 

also started seeing a lot of the 1 pounders, Walleye, which I think is 

a result of the stock they did a few years ago.  When the DNR did 

their last test net, he told me that we had “an over abundance of large 

Walleye and Northern in this lake,” due to the Priority Stock they did 

back in 2001 and 2002, approximately. And he said he was going to 

recommend they do a stock of the smaller ones, which they did, and 

which seems like it worked and they are coming along. 

Donnie and friends wrestled a wood furnace into the lodge and 

piped it into the house.  Plus he made an insert for the fireplace, so 

we are wood heating this winter here at the lodge/home.  So we have 

been very busy cutting, splitting, chopping and stacking hardwood.  

Hopefully we can get a better grip of the crazy heating bills here.  

That is one bill that really ticks me off to pay.  We also have been 

getting the mega loads of soft wood put up for next summer’s 

bonfires, which seem to be extremely popular.  We are very happy 

to provide the wood to you all for free, and the cutting, splitting 

and stacking is really good exercise.  We just ask that you keep 

the bonfires to evening burning only, and please don’t ever leave 

the bonfire unattended.  Thanks.  It’s fun to see everyone enjoy the 

evening bonfires by the lake.  Life is good, right?

We started off the spring with Jessie, Keegan and Peter, from 

Australia.  Peter could only stay for spring as his visa/permit ran out.  

But we really made use of his able body.  With the very little spring 

that we had, we were really rushing around here to try to get open.  

As some of you know, the ice went out on May 15, 5 days AFTER 

opener.  Most of our “opener” guests ended up switching weeks 

and came later, but the Gish’s were diehards!!  They came anyway, 

something about Tradition, and they fished the public access and 

off the point, which was a little open.  The fish were having nothing 

of it and refused to bite.  They did wake up a couple of weeks later, 

thankfully.  But this spring, or lack of, did cause a few challenges 

for sure.  None of the past dock crews, Jim, 

Nathan, etc… or Jason, Erin, etc… could be 

here, so Peter and Keegan got a real quick 

training.  Which was basically put on waders 

and meet me at the lake (Donnie).  They got 

them all in and we were ready for summer.  

The girls had to drive the old cleaning van 

through snow, after Donnie tried to move 

enough for them to get in.  We had to shovel 

snow and ice off the decks to get to the doors.  

And mud was an ever-present nuisance.  

Then we had to rake in and around the snow 

piles.  And set up the lawn furniture on the 

snow, figuring it would melt eventually.  

We only had a few days to get all the cabins ready for the second 

weekend, which our wonderful Fargo friends filled up.  So the kids 

made all the beds, while Donnie was going through getting all the 

water turned on and heaters and stoves lit.  Basically everything had 

to happen in about 3 days what we would normally take 3 weeks to 

do.  Life is still good!!
Belize!!!!  You Better Belize Me!!  I had a chance to go to 

Belize the end of October with my dear friend Jayme.  Anyone 

that comes to Jolly over the 4th of July also knows Jayme.  We had 

a blast!!  What a wonderful country full of really cool people and 

fantastic diving.  Three of our dives we swam with at least 50 Nurse 

Sharks.  The Dive Masters said, “you have puppies in America, we 

have Nurse Sharks.”  We also saw amazing coral reefs and tons of 

gorgeous fish.  The highlight of the trip had to be the Blue Hole 

dive.  It was an all day boat trip with three dives, lunch on a secluded 

island, and of course rum punches on the way home.  The Blue 

Hole has been turned into a National Park.  About 2.5 hours off the 

coast, it’s a hole in the ocean floor, surrounded by a reef and it goes 

down to 480 feet.  We only went down to 135 or so.  Absolutely 

amazing!!  Will never forget it.   I have been reminded why I used 

to enjoy diving so much, once I got through the first 5 minutes and 

remembered how to dive.  Thanks for being such a fun travel buddy 

Jayme.  We hope this was the beginning of a lot more dive trips to 

come, while we still can.
We will be heading to Akumal, our favorite place in Mexico, 

in March.  Our friend Jane is turning 60, and that’s where her party 

is, so we have to go!!! I hope Donnie wants to go someplace fun for 

his 60th this year.  Planning to head to Colorado for some skiing/

snowboarding sometime this winter, and visit Erin and Jason and 

brother Jack.  Always a good time in the mountains.

We also took a very quick trip out East the end of September.  

Donnie is such a trooper.  It was part of my bucket list to see 

Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine.  He didn’t really understand 

why we had to go out there to see the leaves turn when we can see 

it right here at home.  But he just said “yes dear” and “give me the 

dates so I can get time off.”  We had a great time and the colors 

were beautiful.  Very pretty countryside.  Since you can do a state a 

day out there, we spent most of the time in a car driving.  I am glad 

we went, but I have to admit, the colors when we got home were 

absolutely gorgeous.  We really do live in a beautiful place here, all 4 

seasons.  Life is amazingly good.
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